April 20-22, 1934
Spider Lake, Wisconsin
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A Weekend to
Remember-...

Spider Lake, Wisconsin

Tour Guides: Kay Krans
and Beth Dahlmeier
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A Retreat

A recommendation to visit a place where no one could find
the gang led to a weekend that affected the lives of many
local residents, law enforcement, and federal agents.

John Dillinger, Baby Face Nelson, Tommy Carroll,
Red Hamilton, Homer Van Meter, Pat Reilly, Helen
Gillis, Marie (Mickey) Comforti, Pat Cherrington,
and Jean Delaney arrived in Northern Wisconsin for a
weekend of quiet and a restructuring of the gang.

Instead, a confrontation occurred between the Depart-
ment of Investigation and the outlaws that almost brought

down the careers of J. Edgar Hoover and other FBI agents.

The Place

The Dillinger Gang’s weekend retreat,
Little Bohemia Lodge.
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1930s Entrance
to Little Bohemia

$1 steak, duck, or
chicken dinners

FBI photographs after the escape... (A, front view of lodge;
page 6, B, side view of lodge; C, rear view of lodge.)
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(FBI photographs)
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Lakeshore in front of Little Bohemia facing South




The Hosts

Emil Wanatka Sr.

Nan LaPorte Wanatka and her two
collies, Shadow and Prince
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The
Dillinger
Gang

John Dillinger—
Public Enemy Number One
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TWO OF DILLINGER’S HENCHMEN

Shown above are two of the members of John Dillinger's gang.
Homer Van Meter (left) aided the much-hunted desperado in the War-
saw, Ind,, police station raid, and may have been with him in the Mer-
cer, Wis, battle, Tom Carroll (right), St. Paul bank robber, is the

newest recruit of the gang. He took part in the Wisconsin fight. (Asse-
riated Press Photos)

Red Hamilton 1 Pat Reilly




Tommy Carroll and Baby Face Nelson Wanted Poster

STATE OFFICE BLDG.. ST. PAUL. MINN.
No. 197 = March 16, 1934

Wanted on Warrant for Bank Robbery

l- BUREAU OF CRIMINAL APPREHENSION
Bulle

N

| Ne.1: GEO. NELSON No.2: THOMAS CARROLL

Allasés, Lester Glllis, Baby Face Nelson Juas. Roy Brock, Frank Siene, Frank Sloan
| 25 (934) Eyes  Yellow GrayShee 37 (1933 Comp. Medim — right
l%.’&..l!(h. Comp, Light :I:ﬂ :a‘:no?ﬁ bnrnhm—ﬂ.:&ﬁ_
Waght 133 The. FPChes: 3 Ra 15 Weghe 165 [be. —farrow upper lip—acar cender of
Hair mﬂm M W Halr Dk Chestnut neck in hair—mouth turne to
Bk Red: 13 Ra 1y Buikd  Medium F. P.Clas: 9 U OO 19
" W Eyes  Light blue U OO N 2
No. 31 HENRY DOE Neo. 4: WILLIAM DOE No. 5: RICHARD DOE
Age ””x;h.,m' Ape ;ofmu & Agg Ww)s
Height About n, Height 9 Sk, it
Wesght 160 to 170 b, Weghe MNISRe T SeTaylhie
Mair  Black Slender
Dark or Sallow Hair  Dark
Med. Muscular Eyes Durk
Slight Roman nose Comp. Dark—long narrow face

Theic men held up the First National Bank of Brainerd, Minn.. O=tober 23, 1933.
If located, arrest, hold and roify cicher of the following:

FRANK E. LITTLE, Sheriff, M. C. PASSOLT, Superintendent
Crow Wing County, Bureau of Criminal Apprehension
Brainerd, Minnesota. State Office Building, St. Paul, Minn.
| -

Baby Face Nelson
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The “Molls”

Helen Gillis, wife of Jean Delaney, wife of
Baby Face Nelson Tommy Carroll

Marie Conforti, girlfriend  Pat Cherrington, girlfriend
of Red Hamilton
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Women in Dillinger’s Life

Billie Frechette,
“The love of John Dillinger’s life”

The women below double crossed Dillinger

Polly Hamilton, Anna Sage,
girlfriend of John Dillinger Madam in Chicago;
Dillinger lived with one of
her girls, Polly Hamilton
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Community Members

Grave of Eugene
Boisoneau, CCC worker,
killed by federal agents at

Little Bohemia Lodge

Carl Christensen
displaying his bullet-ridden
sheepskin jacket

Carl Christensen at Runstroms Hospital, critically
wounded and near death
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George LaPorte,
brother of Nan
Wanatka and
Ruth Voss

Emil Wanatka and LaPorte brothers
at Louis LaPorte’s still on the Flambeau Flowage
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Ruth LaPorte
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Henry Voss
with Audrey
and Lloyd Voss



Audrey and Lloyd
Voss as young adults




Alvin Koerner, owner of Koerner’s Resort and operator of
telephone exchange; far left in the photo Alvin Koerner is
holding up is George Bazso

Koerner’s Resort, Spider Lake
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LODGE *
2 COTTAGES &

« « situated . .
e ON THE NORTH SHORE

3 = —
Romantic MANIT

OWISH LAKE where

the vacationist can always enjoy the cool breezes during the

hottest summer days s

§ MUSKIE, PIKE and BASS FISHING

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Lange and their resort on Manitowish
Lake; kidnapped by Baby Face Nelson
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Mitchell’s Resort on Rest Lake
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The Law

J. Edgar Hoover,
Director of Federal
Division of
investigation (FBI)

Melvin Purvis,

Hugh Clegg, Division of
Division of Investigation (FBI), Investigation (FBI),
St. Paul Chicago
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Jay Newman,
Special Agent (FBI), shot in the altercation with Baby
Face Nelson at Spider Lake, Wisconsin.

Above is the bullet ridden
hat that Newman was
wearing when he was

attacked.

Carter Baum,
Special agent (FBI), killed by Baby Face Nelson
at Spider Lake, Wisconsin.
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The FBI Obtains Cars in Rhinelander

— e ;

THE GREATEST
AUTOMOBILE BUY
TODAY IS THE NEW
FORD V.8 FOR 1934!

¢
The dual ,
Dew carburetson &
new and better clear-visicn ventilation that has no
exlerior parts 1o obetrect your view. .
THE ONLY V.3 BELOW $2.000
¢
§
'
i
'
)
-

WE INVITE YOU TO COME IN AND
Wmmmuvtnmmg:%
YEARS. A DEMONSTRATION PUTS YOU
UNDER NO OBLICATION TO BUY.

“The Car Without & Price Class™

Musson & Anderson

FORD SALES AND SERVICE
Screet Phoae 82

o AR . Cae. e . CdBe. e

Isadore Tuchalski rents his
car to the federal agents which
Baby Face Nelson then
steals.
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Night of Terror

ExtaA) THE RHINELANDER DAILY NEWS EXTAd

NELANDER W WOmOAT (VN AR S 94 s mve com.

DILLINGER ESCAPES

Fludes Officers in Raid Near Mercer

| RHINELANDER, Wis, April 23
| (Monday) —(#)—Police Chief Jos-
eph Hack announced early today
that he was notified federal agents
had surrounded John Dillinger, no-
ltorlon- desperado, In a wooded sec-
tion near Mercer, Wis, about 40
| miles northweﬂ ol here.

Dillinger, Aldes Flee
“The radio was playing in the
car,” moaned Hoffman, “and then
something hit me. I didn't know
an_:.:'.hx_nz was wrong before that.”

Kitchen at Little Bohemia
with a display of weapons
left behind by Dillinger
Gang (FBI Photo)

JOHN MORRIS

The car carrying John Morris, John Hoffman, and
Eugene Boisoneau at Little Bohemia when they were
mistakenly shot by federal agents.
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The Escape Routes

DILLINGER AND GANG, | ey
HIDING IN LITTLE BOHEMIA|

vy % ENGAGE IN BATTLE WITH
%y | FEDERAL A(:EHTS ALVIN KOENER'S HOME WHERE
—— KIDMAPER OF MR, iro MRS, LANG| |

; S e e—
/ | DILLINGER AND TwWO ! | SHOOTS IT OUT WITH FEDERAL
FIFTN GANGSTER COE “‘! PALS GO TO I AGENTS, KILLING ONE, AND
o xummr:-sru;‘ <V Mmoueus :” // L WounDING Two.

—

PACKARD CAR. \
[onuncer Anp Two pacs |

FORCE JOHNSON TO DRE
:ﬂ: TO PARK FALLS. |

MEWMANS CAR, |

HEADING SOUTH

GANGSTER NO. FOUR Gosﬂ|
70 SYLVAN LODGE, KIDNAPS

i |MR. axa MRS, LANG, AND
s o | FORCES THEM TO DRIVE TO
| | ALVIN KOEMER'S HOME.
— = - —

This detailed map of the Spider Lake community shows in Rraphic faghion how members of the moh escaped fram the
trap laid for them om Apeil 22.

Robert Johnson’s 1930 Ford Model A used by John Dillinger
to evade federal agents. This car recently sold for $165,000
at the Barrett-Jackson collector car auction.
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Alvin Koerner’s home and the Spider Lake telephone
Exchange; scene of the second shootout

Northern Lights Resort where Tommy Carroll steals a car
and escapes to St. Paul, Minnesota

Carl and Ann Christensen were managers of the
Northern Lights Bar
27



Scene of FBI staging center to plan and maneuver attack on

the Dillinger Gang (currently Voss’ Resort)
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Baby Face Nelson hides out in Lac du Flambeau

Little Trout Lake

Lac du Flambeau
[ndian R

Little Trout
Lake Road

TT VA 107

ke

Walton

& Lake Gresham
Road

H

Pokegema
Lake

Top Arrow: Ollie Catfish's house
Bottom Arrow: Dillman’s Bay Resort

“Little fellow came to my house Monday, noon. He had three
guns... He didn’t sleep, watch me, woman, kids all the time.
Stayed right with me nobody could get away. Three days he
stayed with us. Our food was almost gone. All we had left to eat
was bread and lard. We walked seven miles along trail toward
Flambeau... Al Snow Indian policeman came along in a car.
He had no gun. Man made them get out and took the car. He
took me with him and dropped me on Highway 70. He left me
there and said goodbye.”

-quotes by Ollie Catfish from newspaper article 1934
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Aftermath

| el R 5509

A BILL

The bill signed by Franklin D. Roosevelt awarding
Carl Christensen compensation for his wounds in pursuit of
the Dillinger Gang.
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Received at
[ Wasningtem DC 12 44 P 7/20/35

Alwin Koeners Town Chairman =anitowish Wis

Pres, Roselvelt yesterday signed my bill to pay thirty five
hundred dollars to Carl C Christensen
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The End of the Gang

COVERNMENT GLAD
DILLINGER'S DEAD

Nelson—We Got
Him, Dying U. S.

FINDDILLINGER  Agent Tod it
TRAIL AS HIS o Bt S
PAL IS SLAN ~ mivein”

CHICAGO, Nov. ‘-—(L”)—-A.l‘
b af
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o - BANG KILLED

Homer Van Meter Shot
| Dead in St. Paul Police

Trap




Dillinger Shoot Out Timeline

1903 Born in Indianapolis, Indiana

1923 Dillinger goes AWOL after 5 months
in the Navy

1924 Robbed Mooresville grocer Frank
Morgan, sentenced 10-20 years

1930 Hollywood movies captivate the
American viewer to the glamour of
gangsters

5/1933 Paroled from the Indiana State
Penitentiary and began bank robbery career

5/10/1933 Dillinger robs his first bank
9/1933 Ten convicts escape from Indiana State Penitentiary

10/1933 Dillinger escaped from Lima, Ohio jail aided by convicts he helped
escape from Indiana State Penitentiary

1/15/1934 Dillinger killed policeman William P. O'Malley while committing a
robbery in Indiana

1/25/1934 Tucson, Arizona police capture Dillinger Gang
1/28/1934 Dillinger jailed in Crown Point, Indiana to await murder trial
3/3/1934 Dillinger escapes from Crown Point with a wood gun

3/31/1934 Dillinger and Frechette in St. Paul apartment when they fled federal
agents

4/20/1934 Hide out at Emil Wanatka’s Little Bohemia Lodge in Spider Lake,
Wisconsin

4/22/1934 Dillinger escaped under fire from federal agents at
Little Bohemia Lodge

6/22/1934 Dillinger is informally named Public Enemy #1

7/22/1934 Dillinger is killed by federal agents leaving the Biograph
Theatre in Chicago

Manitowish Waters
Historical Society
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